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Letter from the President

Helle, Alumni and Friends,

1 would like to greet you with the good news from Red Bird Mission School. Today, as when we
were students, dedicated Christian workers are spending many hours each day, helping deserving
mountain youth to develop their talents, in order to fulfill their hopes and dreams.

In this Issue

¢ Homecoming
Report z00d

¢ School Activities
e Alumni News

* TC Sizemore's

We, the Alumni and friends, play an important part in the success of this great work. I would like to
encourage each of us to participate in these dreams by attending the fall fellowship weekend October 9-
10 or by visiting our Web Site (http://rbsaa.rbmission.org). [ must also thank you for continuing
support through your gifts and dues. In today’s economic environment this is a must.

Article

¢ Pictures from
Homecoming
2003

We have never had a set dues, but we have established some new directives. We are not requiring

dues for the first five years after graduation, giving time to get settled in a job. We then have five
classes of dues:

Silver - $25.00 per year

Gold - $50.00 per year

Platinum - $100.00 per year

We are also offering lifetime memberships. If you are age 55 and under - $300.00 Age 55-60 -
$250.00 Age 65 and over - $200.00

I will say once again, thank you for continuing support and giving me the opportunity to serve you as
president.
Yours in Christian fellowship,
Daugh Sizemore

Friendships Renewed at Homecoming 2003

The Red Bird School Alumni Homecoming was a great time of renewing friendships and
remembering times spent at Red Bird School. The weekend began on Friday evening when the Red
Bird School Music Department presented a very good program. Saturday found folks gathering from
nine different states. The group enjoyed a ride on the school bus to see Queendale and Beverly
campuses. Many stories and much laughter was shared as they reminisced. A luncheon was served at
noon with more visiting around the tables. A program followed the meal featuring music by the high
school choir. Awards were presented to Donna (Roark) Broughton as the Alumnus of the Year and
John D. Wilson who received the John Bischoff award. The Red Bird Teacher of the Year award went
to Virgie Collett. Tonya Grubb and Tim Jackson received the student awards. Faye (Collett) Sutton
was the speaker. Following the luncheon everyone enjoyed visiting, looking at old yearbooks and
photo albums, and viewing old movies and slides of Red Bird Mission.

Continued on page 2
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From page 1: Friendships Renewed

Following is a list of the alumni who were present at
the homecoming:

® 1940’s — Christine Turner '42, Earl Roark *45, Ida
Mae Asher 48, Jewell (Miniard) Stewart 49.

¢ 1950’s —~ Conley Roark ’52, Kenneth Fee °53,
Gladys Miniard ’53, Virginia (Boggs) Hetzler ’53,
Martha Fee ’54, Opal (Slusher) Sim ’54, Lela
Miniard °55, Carolyn (Weibel) Berkey ’SS, Billy
Coots 56, Merle Jackson ’57, Gene Bailey 58,
David Russell *58, Phyllis (Hobbs) Russell °58.
Herb Messer ’58, Evelyn Porter ’58, Rosetta
Belcher ’59, Buddy Turner ’59, Mary (Ledford)
Stuart ’59.

1960’s — Leonard Asher '60, Donna (Roark)
Broughton ’60, Faye (Collett) Sutton 61, Betty
(Miniard) Sergent *61, Carol Lee (Porter) Fisher
’62, Bob Airhart 62, Margaret (Russell) Cleaver
’62, Wilkie Saylor ’64, Daugh Sizemore ’64,
Bobbi Lois (Bischoff) Ernst "66, Rebecca (Russell)
Cutschall *67, Joyce (Turner) Sizemore *69.

1970’s — Jerry and Jill (Noble) Nantz 71, Bryan
Siedschlag 73, Nancy (Klinefelter) Hess 73,
Marta (Moser) Stevens 73, Brenda (Jackson) Lyon

Spring, 2004

® 1980°s — Annette Slusher "84, Joanna (Sitton) Wicks
’88, Sylvester Nolan *88. Robert Roark *88.

® 1990°s — Tonya (Dickerson) Asher —*91, Walter
Sizemore 94

® 2000°s - Tonya Grubb *03

There were also a number of former teachers and
workers in attendance: Donna Bischoff, Esther Russell,
Barbara and Randall Crouse, Macel and LouAnn
Neaderhiser, Doc and Roberta Schaeffer, and Gerry
Klinefelter.

On Sunday folks gathered at Beverly Church where
Buddy Turner, class of 1959, was the guest
minister. Following the service a delicious dinner was
enjoyed in the Fellowship Hall and the outdoor
pavilion. David Russell has agreed to be our preacher
in 2004. So circle the date, October 9-10, on your
calendar and be sure to join us.

Get in touch with your classmates
(http:.//rbsaa.rtbmission.org) and plan a reunion. It will
be the 50" year for the class of 1954. Let’s see how
many can get here. Also it would be good to see a
better representation from the more recent classes. This
was an excellent reunion, but let’s make 2004 even
better!

2003-2004 Basketball Season

The Red Bird Cardinal Boys have had a down year, winning 13 and losing 11.

They finished 2™ to Oneida in the Three Rivers Conference with a 5-1 record. They had
won the conference the last three years. Big wins came over Pineville twice.

Jason Daniels was the captain. Other players were: Buck Smith, Sr, Jimmy Gilliam, Sr.
John Gilbert, Sr. Daniel Collett, Jr. Kurt Fogleman, Jr. Cody Slusher, Soph. Justin
Brock, Soph. Ezra Jack, Soph. Kyle Peters, Fresh. Jamie Sizemore, Fresh. C.R. Berry,
Fresh. Mark Fogleman, 8", Derek Davis, 8", Brandon Roberts, 7. The Seniors have
won 77 and lost 28 games during their careers with three conference championships and
one trip to the Regionals. With 11 players returning, the future looks bright.

All the players have learned many valuable life lessons, on and off the court. They have
worked hard and will be a success in life and an asset to our society. Coach Wilson

Visit your alumni website: http://rbsaa.rbmission.org Coming soon a complete listing
of all Red Bird School graduates. We appreciate your suggestions, comments, and
messages regarding corrections and omissions.
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Red Bird Represented at All-State Chorus

Red Bird School had two students chosen to participate in
the Kentucky Musical Educator’s Association All-State
Chorus held in Louisville February 4-6. This was a great
honor. The students selected were Clifton Slusher, a junior
and thgi son of Jerry and Annette Slusher, class of 1983, and
Heather Sizemore, a sophomore and the daughter of Daugh
and Joyce Sizemore, classes of 1964 and 1969.

Cardinals Spring Tour in March

Seventeen students are in the Cardinal Singers group and
they have the honor of being invited to sing at the gathering
of the Southeastern Jurisdiction of United Methodist
Women Quadrennial Convention on March 13 at the Galt
House in Louisville.

The Cardinal Singers will go on tour March 24-28. They
will sing at the following churches:

¢ March 24 - Ft. Valley UMC in Ft. Valley, GA

e  March 25 — Belleview UMC in Pensacola, FL
March 26 - Gulf Breeze UMC in Gulf Breeze, FL
March 27 - Perdito Bay UMC in Pensacola, FL
March 28 A M. — Destin UMC in Destin, FL
March 28 P.M. — Aldersgate UMC in Montgomery,
AL

If you live near any of these places you may want to
make plans to hear them sing.

e o 0o o

The Red Bird School Alumni Association
presented the school with a check for $6000 in
January, the amount was designated to purchase
textbooks.

FBLA in Service and Competition

The Red Bird Mission School Future Business Leaders of
America has had a very successful year and is not finished
yet! This year our school was recognized by the National
FBLA-PBL, Inc. for doubling its membership.  Our
membership has increased from 15 members last year to 31
members this year.

Our students were involved in many activities in first
semester.  They have completed two fundraisers, new
members have been pinned at our pinning ceremony, and
they attended a leadership day at Union College.

This semester students in FBLA, Business Law, and
Introduction to Business visited our capital in Frankfort and
attended a session of the General Assembly. Each student
met Representative Tim Couch, received a Citation in
honor of their visit, and the school was recognized at the
meeting of the House of Representatives.
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This semester students also coordinated the
“Pennies for Patients” program at our school. This
program is one in which students collect change in
their classrooms for the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society. The classrooms that participated were
given collection boxes by members of FBLA, and
each Friday members would collect the money from
the classrooms. The collections took place from
February 2-20. By the end of the three weeks our
school had collected a total of $834.11 for this
important cause.

Now, FBLA members are preparing for Regional
Competition on March 15*.  Students have been
studying and taking practice tests so they will be
prepared. One of our members, Brian K. Smith, has
already been chosen by the state advisers to play the
piano at State Conference in May. Students will
compete in Accounting, Business Communications,
Business Law, Business Math, Computer
Applications, Computer Concepts, Introduction to
Business and Business Communications. Last year
we won first place in Introduction to Business. This
year we hope to do as well or even better!

Alumni News .. .

We want to thank the Red Bird School Alumni
Association, and especially Ray Howard, for the purchase
of a new computer for the Association. This makes it
easier to keep our addresses up to date and also helps in the
preparation of the newsletter.

Ray Howard not only gave a sizeable gift toward the
purchase of the computer. He also gave a check for $1000
for the basketball program. This sum was used to refinish
the gym floor for the beginning of this ball season. Thank
you, Ray.

We had a letter at Homecoming from Ted Curtis, who
taught and was coach at Red Bird from 1959-1961,
expressing regret he could not come this year but hopes he
can come another year. He retired in 1999 after teaching in
Kentucky, New Mexico, Alaska, Indiana, Michigan, and
Arizona.

Mary Wilma Roark, *37, sent her regrets that she was not
able to attend. She lives with her daughter in Atlanta, GA.
She taught in Jack’s Creek School before moving to Ohio,
where she retired in 1979 after 37 years of teaching.

Bonnie (Creech) Harmon, class of 1958, would like to
hear from classmates. She has completed 41 years of
nursing, has 3 adult sons and 7 grandchildren. Her address
ist 1515 E. Main Cross Street, Findlay, OH 45840.
Telephone (419)422-9269. Continued on page 5
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Recollection of a Red Bird Graduate

T.C.Sizemore, a graduate of 1942 and a former editor
and county sheriff living in Manchester, KY wrote an article
about his years at Red Bird School which was published in
Kentucky Explorer magazine. With his permission we are
sharing part of his article with you.

Although I was only 10 years old, [ vividly recall the
tragic events that precipitated my enrollment at Red Bird.
My father, Carlo L. Sizemore, was a Clay County deputy
sheriff when he was shot and killed from ambush along the
old road to Manchester. My mother, Allie, was left
widowed with nine hungry kids to feed.

These were desperate, hardscrabble days for us with no
welfare or other government handouts to see us through the
hard times. There was nothing to do but to pull together to
survive as mountain families have always survived. Some
of the older boys took on odd jobs. . . . The rest of the
children remained at home, but even the younger children
grasped the seriousness of our plight.

About a year after the death of my father I found myself
grappling with the decision to leave home in pursuit of an
education. I had heard about the Red Bird Mission School,
which was a Christian, work-ethic oriented institution,
where students were expected to work in exchange for their
education. The prospects of work gave me no pause, but for
a youngster who had never lived away from home, the
decision to leave my mother and siblings was fraught with
dread and difficulty.

It was a cold, snowy Sunday afternoon when I
confronted Dr. A.B. Lehman, Red Bird School
Superintendent, as he was returning from a preaching
engagement at Mill Creek. He was a heavy man, riding a
tall horse, and 1 watched him as he approached our home.
Not wanting to stop him in front of our house I waited until
he had passed well beyond it. Then I took out the door,
running as hard as | could run, wearing not a single scrap of
shoe leather.

I caught up to Dr. Lehman after a brief chase.
Breathless and barefoot I stood there before that great man,
sitting on his tall horse. I asked Dr. Lehman for some
copies of the New Testament to start a Sunday School, and
he agreed to provide them.

“Is there anything further that I can do for you, Young
Man?” he asked. .

“Yes, Sir,” I replied. “I want to work my way through
your great school and get an education.”

Dr. Lehman looked me over for just a moment, and
seeming to like something that he was seeing, he nodded his
agreement. “Talk it over with your teacher,” he said before
continuing on his way. ... Before | knew it, I was on my
way to Red Bird and the beginning of a new life adventure.
There were no proper roads to Red Bird, only well-worn

wagon trails and footpaths. Most of us arrived by shanks’
mare, and anyone arriving by horse, mule, or wagon could
boast of having traveled first class. Regardless of how one
arrived, it was a wondrous moment to catch sight of the Red
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Bird Mission School, nestled at the foot of hillocks
thick with trees.

The Red Bird Mission School was co-educational
with separate dormitories for boys and girls. The
school featured grades one through 12, with a broadly-
based curriculum that included debate, government,
and history. There was a host of extra-curricular
activities, including baseball, basketball, ping pong,
tennis, and choir. Shooting marbles was a favorite
pastime of both boys and girls.

Christian morality lay at the heart of all instructions
we received. A typical day began with a brief
devotional service at breakfast. All students living on
campus were required to attend Sunday School and the
regular Sunday service. Attendance at the Christian
Endeavor service on Sunday evenings was expected,
though not required. Anyone caught smoking or
drinking was permanently expelled. Boys were not
permitted to hold hands with their girlfriends.
However, it was permissible for a boy to meet his girl
in the morning, and carry her books to school, and
against fond looks on lovers” eyes, there was no rule.

There was work to be done at Red Bird. There
were cows to be milked, fires to be kept, and ashes to
be hauled out. There were gardens and farms to be
tended. There were also roads to be built with arduous
labor, attended by healthy sweat and the satisfaction
that comes from honest toil. [ tackled a variety of jobs.
Later, after having picked up a little typing, I worked
in Dean Gordon S. Burgett’s office.

“We will always be true to dear Red Bird,” begins
the opening stanza of the Red Bird loyalty song. A
wave of nostalgia washes over me at remembrance of
that song, and I find myself lost in musing over that
one brief shining moment when I was growing up
healthy in a healthy land, when summer skies were
bluest, when fire flies set the summer nights ablaze,
when all the best of life’s promises lay well within my
grasp, and I was strong enough and bold enough to
seize them.

Figure 1 Carol Lee (Porter) Fisher 62, Margaret

(Russell) Cleaver ’62, Esther Russell, David
Russell °58, Odie Mills, Rebecca (Russell)
Cutschall *67, Phyllis (Hobbs) Russell °58.
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Alumni News Continued from page 3

Bob Carlisle, director of Red Bird Mission 1984-1986, still
works full time as a minister at Trinity UMC in Denver.
His wife Judy is retired. They were here for Homecoming
with a work group from their church.

Andrew and Carol Thornton, former Red Bird workers,
report that their two sons, David and Benjamin, are both in
college. Daughter Sarah is working in a hospital. Andy is a
camp manager in Maryland.

Robert Asher, class of 1941, has passed away since our
last newsletter. Phyllis Roark, class of 1972, passed away
in June. Margaret (Peg) Vreeland, a former secretary at the
school and teacher in grades 3-4, was killed in a car accident
in Missouri in January. James Edgar Asher, a member of
the class of 1977, was killed in a mining accident on
February 3, 2004. Earl Knuckles, class of 1970, died since
the last newsletter.

Margaret (Russell) Cleaver plans to come to Homecoming
next year and will play her hammered dulcimer. She has
retired as Music Director at her church and her husband
retired this January. They have two children and three
grandchildren.

Recent visitors at Beverly Church were Ray and Wilma Mary Fee attended in the twenties. Mother of
Garland. They were at Red Bird 1956-58. He taught several Red Bird Graduates.

government and she taught English. They now live in
Lancaster, PA. Perhaps some of you remember them.

Mason Slusher passed away on January 24 at the age of 97.
He had four children who graduated from Red Bird —
Eugene, Della, Opal, and Lucy. Eugene serves on the board
of directors of the Red Bird School Alumni Association.

Please send us news of births, marriages, address changes,
and things that are happening in your life so we can share
them.

Carol Lee (Porter) Fisher "62, Gerry Klinefelter Faye Collett Sutton "61 — Banquet Speaker







